


ne week after Lawrence King was declared “brain dead” we held a memorial 
service on campus. You’ve probably already heard the story. Larry was shot in  

the head by a classmate at school during first period. He continued to attend a
public junior high school even after he had been placed in Casa Pacifica’s emergency
shelter care program. This was another “school shooting” and it has received nation-
wide attention. Within 48 hours news crews from six television stations were at our
front door seeking interviews. CNN carried the story. Newspapers from all over the
country including the New York Times called for comments.  

The media attention only served to exacerbate
the initial reaction of disbelief, shock, and grief
that gripped our kids and staff for several days.
The atmosphere on campus was emotionally
charged as this calamity opened old wounds and
raised anew prior traumas experienced by the
children and youth in our care. We provided extra
supports and brought in grief and loss experts to
assist both staff and kids in dealing with their
own reactions.  

The memorial service provided offered an opportunity for
closure to begin. About 200 staff and children attended.
Several staff and one child spoke. Jill and Tom Ball, in charge
of our music program, wrote a song for the occasion. Our
music corps sang. After the “formal” program in the gym,
the service adjourned to the “sacred space” – a place for
contemplation and reflection we have been creating on
campus. We planted a tree and the music corps sang
“Amazing Grace,” Larry’s favorite song.  

Two things struck me about that service. First was the
importance of talk as a means of grasping the magnitude
and meaning of tragedy. Sharing with others our own
thoughts and feelings clearly has a healing effect. And,
the content of that sharing was important. Every speaker
challenged us to make something positive out of this tragedy. They urged us to be
kind, to recognize how fragile life is, and to cherish every day, to appreciate
differences in others, to treat everyone with respect and dignity.    

The second thing that struck me was the importance of community. As “Amazing Grace”
ended and as I directed people back to the gym for refreshments, no one moved. For
a good five minutes we all stood there, riveted to that sacred space. We were bound
together by this event, . In that moment, we were “community.” It was a powerful
moment -- a feeling of unity, of mutual support and, most of all, an unspoken sense of
hope. Hope that something good would come out of Larry’s death and a commitment
to make sure it does.  

Sincerely,
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From The President Of The Board of Directors From The Chief Executive Officer

s the new year of 2008 is well underway and the work at Casa Pacifica 
accelerates by the day, my mind still lingers on the holiday period and the

delightful pause that our dedicated staff and volunteers managed to provide for
our kids during a time that could be extremely challenging for many. For me, the
Holiday Party was the highlight of this effort, as all of our children assembled for a
festive dinner, an inspirational talk, and a time of gifts.  The gym was decorated so

beautifully, and the atmosphere was set from the very
beginning for a genuinely warm and caring event. You
could see it in the faces of the staff and volunteers who
glowed with the magic of the night as they served dinner
or provided entertainment. My favorite part of the
evening, however, was being there in the middle of 
the fantastic effort by Santa Claus and his army of
helpers as each child at Casa Pacifica was called up 
and presented with something special that they had
hoped to receive. 

Because of the
awkwardness felt
by a child being
called up to the
front of a gym full
of people, the

scene may have been a bit different from many
of the experiences we have had in our homes
each year. But even with obvious differences,
the sense of love and caring demonstrated by Santa, the helpers, and all involved
in bringing this party to the kids could not be missed, and the sense of gratitude of
the recipients could not be mistaken.

As President for the Board of Casa Pacifica I want to publicly give special thanks to
our always dedicated staff who put so much extra time and energy into the holiday
period to make it special for our children at Casa Pacifica. I also want to thank the
huge number of donors who took the time and the effort to provide those special
gifts to our special kids. May the spirit of this past holiday season continue to carry
us through a busy and challenging 2008.

Sincerely,

OA

Steven E. Elson, Ph.D.
Chief Executive Officer
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“WE WERE ‘COMMUNITY.’
IT WAS A POWERFUL

MOMENT-A FEELING OF
UNITY, OF MUTUAL

SUPPORT AND MOST 
OF ALL AN UNSPOKEN

SENSE OF HOPE.”

“MAY THE SPIRIT OF THIS
PAST HOLIDAY SEASON

CONTINUE TO CARRY US
THROUGH A BUSY AND
CHALLENGING 2008.”

Stacy A. Roscoe
Casa Pacifica Board President



Yesterday you walked among us
and you shared with us your song

The sweet sounds of Amazing Grace,
words your passion made strong

And you faced the world with courage,
you walked your head held high

More should know the strength it took,
the way you let your colors fly

Now I’m sure your soul is singing
in a place that’s free from hate

I hope you truly find yourself in Amazing Grace
Maybe in your memory, hatred we can eradicate

And build a better future for the human race

Together stand . . . Hand in hand
Stand for what’s right . . . Intolerance indict

Differences accept . . . Bigotry reject
Hatred erase . . . In this we’ll find our grace

Precious child you came to us
from places not so safe

You have left us with a lesson;
on these frames we’ll build a faith

Now your melody lingers with us;
and now your soul is free

We’ll carry on your song of Amazing Grace
in hope that someday the blind . . . 

Might truly see

Written by Jill and Tom Ball.
(Casa Pacifica’s music teachers.)
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Song Honoring Lawrence King Alumni Association Formed At Casa Pacifica

Youth Advocate Helps Casa Pacifica Youth Prepare For The Future

Finding Grace W

C
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e have kids call all the time,” says Vicki Murphy of past Casa Pacifica residents who have chosen to keep in 
touch with the agency, “And we thought, why not get them together?” So last fall, Casa Pacifica invited a

group of alumni to come for a visit. “We told a few, and they told a few, and before we knew it ten girls came for a
wonderful gathering.” That was the beginning of Casa Pacifica’s Alumni Association which now is comprised of 34
young men and women. The Alumni Association has taken on two different roles in
the youth’s lives. The first is as a support system. Working with our Youth Advocate,
each of the alumni members strives to achieve their GED (if they haven’t already
graduated), others receive help writing a resume and applying for jobs, while others
learn about scholarships they can receive for college and get help filing them with
granting agencies. In a couple of cases, living circumstances have suddenly changed
and the Youth Advocate has helped locate new housing. Several of the alumni are
young mothers and have signed up for Casa Pacifica’s Parent-Child Interaction
Therapy – a program that promises to change the dynamic of abusive families
through positive parenting education.

The second function of the Alumni Association has been a vehicle to experience
leadership skills. Several of the alumni have signed up to be a part of the local Ventura County chapter of the California
Youth Connection and have taken on leadership positions within the group. Another group of four alumni were part
of a panel put together by Casa Pacifica clinician, Sean Schoneman. They worked with pre-doctoral interns telling their
stories and answering questions about what worked and what didn’t work for them about Casa Pacifica’s programs when
they were residents. They also offered advice on how to improve our programs.

“We see such potential for positive interactions between the agency and the alumni,” reveals Mrs. Murphy. “The
emancipated youth are a great resource for information, positive and negative feedback, and hopefully, down the
road we’d like to see them working with the kids who are still residents – offering positive advice, based on experience,
on where their lives can go and where they shouldn’t.”

asa Pacifica recently created a Youth Advocate position to help Casa Pacifica residents and alumni find and take 
advantage of opportunities that will support them as they become independent young adults. The need for a  

Youth Advocate became apparent as Casa Pacifica’s Alumni Association was forming. The Development office staff
was unable to focus as much time as they would like to the alumni group, slowing its progress. During the same period,
Raquel Montes was hired to help Casa Pacifica write a proposal for a program supporting transitional youth. Ms. Montes
was quite dynamic and embodied the qualities of perseverance, determination, and optimism. Dr. Steve Elson, Casa
Pacifica’s C.E.O. and Vicki Murphy, Director of Development & Operations, were immediately struck by Raquel and
the idea for a Youth Advocate was born.

Ms. Montes, who was raised in the foster care system herself, brings a knowledgeable perspective to her position where
she helps kids apply for college scholarships, interview for employment, write resumes, find housing, and enroll in
college or local classes to improve their living skills. She also directs them to community resources and services available
to help them. In an effort to help her become acquainted with the youth, Ms. Montes attends the on-campus Student
Council meetings, as well as the Alumni Association gatherings. She also visits the residential cottages on-campus
regularly and is often a part of treatment team meetings. She has been responsible for signing up eligible Casa Pacifica

Casa Pacifica Alumni – Glen Clark,
Samantha Thurston & Cristina Miranda.

(Continues on page 5)
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Children Helping Children
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Community News
D uring the past holiday season many groups and 

individuals generously donated to Casa Pacifica.
One group was Cub Scout Troop 3730 who collected
a wonderful supply of arts and crafts materials for our
children to use to creatively express themselves. One
member of the troop, Joshua Shoop, who is seven
years old, had heard about our therapy dog Archie
and his surgery on his back leg. He wanted to help
Archie, so he held a movie-night in his front yard
where he showed a movie and sold candy. Joshua
raised $20.00 for Archie!

Ariana Greenridge, an eight year old who goes to
Conejo Elementary School, knew about Casa Pacifica
and the children who live here through her Girl Scout
troop. Wanting to do something to help the children,
she decided to hold a Read-a-Thon. With the help of her parents Merley and Colin,
Ariana sent flyers to neighboring schools inviting students and adults to come to Conejo
Elementary on Saturday March 1st and help them meet their goal of reading 5,000
pages. Upon arriving at the library, participants had to donate a book as the price of

admission, though some gave a monetary donation instead, then they sat and
read as long as they wished, logging the pages read before they left. Fifty-four
students from Conejo Elementary,
Meadows Elementary, and
Weathersfield Elementary
participated, as did 41 adults
including Thousand Oaks Mayor 
Jacqui Irwin and Mayor Pro Tem
Thomas Glancy. Ariana’s sisters
Cali (6 years) and Mia (3 years)
also contributed to the effort with
the help of their parents. Together
all the readers shattered the 5,000
page goal, reading 7,925 pages!
Ariana donated four boxes of books
to Casa Pacifica, as well as a check

for $150. Thank you to Ariana for
organizing such a creative fundraiser
that encouraged kids to read!

Archie & Joshua Shoop

Carrie Hughes of Casa Pacifica Development
Department accepts Ariana Greenridge's donation of
books and money collected during her Read-a-thon.

Ariana's sisters Cali and Mia are pictured as well.

Sweet Deals Benefit Casa Pacifica’s Kids

everal members of our community with a taste for the sweeter things in life have 
been very generous to the children of Casa Pacifica over the past several months. 

Whether a donation of money, services, or goods every gift to Casa Pacifica provides
its own reward to the children served by our agency. These donations are just a little
more pleasing to the taste buds.

Rick Barlowe, President of The Sheridan Taylor Group in Sherman Oaks, and his wife
Yvette sponsor visits from All-American Softy, an ice cream vendor whose owner,
Michael, happens to be a friend of the Barlowe family. One afternoon each month for
the past year-and-a-half, an ice cream truck pulls up to campus and the kids flock to it
eager to choose their favorite ice cream treat – Root Beer Float, ice cream cone, or ice
cream sundae with chocolate, chocolate swirl, or vanilla ice cream. As the children are
ordering their ice cream, they are serenaded by popular music from the 1950’s.

Rivaling the popularity of the ice cream truck’s visits are the afternoons when Shave It, 
a local business that offers shaved ice treats with the consistency of ice cream and a
wide-range of flavors, comes to offer their delicious desserts. The children can enjoy

either shaved ice alone, or a combination of shaved ice and ice cream, covered in the
flavored syrup of their choice. Shave It owners Lisa Kudirka and Karen Bain donate their
monthly visits to Casa Pacifica, and some of the profits from their store in Thousand Oaks
are given to Foster A Miracle, an organization dedicated to helping foster children. Visits
from both of these vendors are special afternoons for the kids as they are an exception to
the campus Wellness Committee’s program encouraging exercise and healthy food choices.

Nothing Bundt Cakes – a new business in Thousand Oaks recently opened its doors and
held a fundraising event on a Saturday in February where 10% of its sales were donated
to Casa Pacifica and another local charity. Representatives from Casa Pacifica’s Development
Department were on-hand throughout the day to tell the story of the agency and the
children whom we serve. The outlet offers bundlets (individual serving size), 8-inch, 10-inch,
and tiered cakes in a variety of nine different flavors including lemon, marble, red velvet,
chocolate, and carrot. The delicious cakes are baked fresh daily. Thank you to Nothing
Bundt Cakes owners Justin and Marcie Marmom and Tom and Terre Downey for their
thoughtfulness and support.

S
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r. Daniel Smith of Focus Dentistry likes to give back to his community each year. In the 
past he’s hosted walk-a-thons and other special events to raise money for local charities.

This year he has turned his attention to the abused, neglected, or at-risk children served by
Casa Pacifica. For every dollar donated to Casa Pacifica by his patients, Dr. Dan will match half
the amount up to $25,000 – that would be a total of $75,000 in donations!

“The kids at Casa Pacifica are not lucky like most of our kids; they do not have the basics that
we all take for granted. These kids need our help. We can be their saviors and make a difference.
Many times we think we are immune from problems that the rest of the world has to deal with.
Well, we are not and we should all help whether by donating time or money,” explains Dr. Dan.
Donation envelopes have been placed in the waiting area of his office next to a display explaining
his Challenge and providing information about Casa Pacifica, making it easy for his patients to
contribute to this worthy cause.

We are grateful to Dr. Smith for his ambitious challenge, and for being creative in finding ways
to help Casa Pacifica. Dr. Dan and his wife, Maureen Monroe-Smith are also hosting this year’s
Wine & Food Festival in June.

Local Dentist Challenges His Patients To Make A Difference

D

w w w . c a s a p a c i f i c a . o r g  • 8 0 5 - 4 4 5 - 7 8 0 0

Continued From Page 1

Alumni Speaks At Angels Ball

Youth Advocate Helps Casa Pacifica Youth 
Prepare For The Future

residents for the Independent Living Program, a County service that
teaches independent living skills, provides financial support, and helps
youth find housing until they are 22 years old. Children must sign up
for this program before they are sixteen or else they are unable to
access the services, a circumstance Ms. Montes is unwilling to permit
for any of Casa Pacifica’s children.

In her first few months of employment here, Ms. Montes has also been
responsible for the re-establishment of a California Youth Connection
(CYC) chapter in Ventura County – an organization of which she was
a part when she was in the foster care system. Former foster youth are
brought together to identify current issues in the foster care system that
need to change and then lobby for these changes with State legislators.
Ms. Montes has encouraged Casa Pacifica alumni to become involved
with the CYC. Casa Pacifica is excited about its new Youth Advocate and
the support and guidance she brings to our youth. She is a wonderful
role model for Casa Pacifica’s children and alumni, and foster youth in general.

Continued From Page 3RETAIL

Target
Best Buy
Costco
K-Mart
Tilly’s
TJ Maxx
Ross
Marshall’s
Torrid (girls plus sizes)
Forever 21
Bath & Body Works
Michael’s Crafts
Blockbuster
Barnes & Noble
Borders
Joann’s

ENTERTAINMENT

Movie Theaters
Amusement Park Passes
Batters-Up Batting Cages
Golf-‘n-Stuff
Bowling
Zoo Admission
Theater Performances
Sporting Events (baseball,
basketball, etc.)
Skating Passes

FOOD

Starbucks
Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf
Baja Fresh
McDonald’s
In-N-Out Burger
Taco Bell
Burger King
Carl’s Jr.
Wendy’s
Panda Express
Pizza
Baskin Robbins
Chuck E. Cheese
Subway
Sharky’s

Gift Card Wish List

Please do not donate bank cards (including those to specific shopping malls) as they charge
fees each month, reducing the amount of your donation that can be used for the children.
Gift cards from any individual stores are very helpful.

concept, but a face and a true story. Grace’s speech suggested the
importance not only of financial support, but that of volunteers who
touch the children’s lives in ways they may not realize.

As a touching follow up to Grace’s story, Geoff Dean, a Casa Pacifica
board member and Ventura County Deputy Sheriff who attended the
Ball that evening, knew the two officers who delivered Grace. He spoke
to Grace that evening, and with her permission forwarded her information
to each of them. Grace has been in touch with both officers and learned
that they still remember her and care about her. She received a letter
from Officer Ellen recently that shared, “I saw the article on you in our
local newspaper (about her speaking at the Angels Ball) and it brought
tears to my eyes.  I have attached the article that announced your birth
in the Ventura County Newspaper. I am very proud of the woman that
you have become and that you overcame all the obstacles that you faced.
I am also honored that you share part of my name - you know when
you were born, you didn't want to breath and Shirley and I worked on
you while the helicopter was coming to pick you up, and when you finally
breathed I said, "By the grace of God she is breathing," and that is
from where you got your first name.”  

Target
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Grants Received • October 2007 - December 2007

Casa Pacifica gratefully recognizes the following foundations, businesses, and
organizations for grants awarded to Casa Pacifica during the past quarter:

Wood-Claeyssens Foundation $250,000

Verizon $  25,000

Pentair Foundation $  25,000

In-N-Out Burger Foundation $  17,500

The Sence Foundation $    5,500

Limoneira Foundation – VCCF $       700

Remember Casa Pacifica In Your Estate PlanningCasa Pacifica Thanks Volunteers At Luncheon
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By Kevin G. Staker
Attorney Practicing In Camarillo

PC
lease remember Casa Pacifica in your estate planning. Casa Pacifica makes  

an important difference in your community. It provides hope and help to our
children and is many times the haven of last resort. A marvelous way to assist is to
name Casa Pacifica as a beneficiary of part of your living trust (a will is just a ticket
to probate). Your children or other beneficiaries will not suffer because you make
such a gift when you are gone. For example, if you have three children and were
to give 10 percent of your estate to Casa Pacifica at death, your children would in
no way notice the difference that they are receiving only 30 percent and not 33
percent each. In addition, if your estate is large enough, the gift may even save
some estate taxes. And what a great difference such a bequest would make for
Casa Pacifica! These funds could go into the endowment of Casa Pacifica and the
income from them could help make a difference forever. Or, the funds could go
into capital improvements that would make a dramatic, immediate difference in
caring for children. It is so easy to do.  Just have your estate planning attorney
draft an amendment to your living trust to add the gift. If you have not done a
living trust, ask your friends and family whom they would recommend as an
attorney to assist you and include the gift in your new living trust. What better
way to leave behind a legacy of good, than to contribute to Casa Pacifica from
your estate when you are gone?

asa Pacifica recently thanked its volunteers – those who give their time 
on-campus, Angels, Amigos, and many others – at a special luncheon

held in the newly redecorated gymnasium (the improvements made possible
through a grant from the Weingart Foundation). The volunteers were honored
for their commitment to touching the lives of the children who Casa Pacifica
serves during a monthly Town Hall meeting. All of Casa Pacifica’s staff was
on hand to show their appreciation to these generous, kind, and talented
people. Several residents read poems or spoke, and the choir was on-hand 
to perform three beautiful songs, including “Under the Wings of a Dove.”
The highlight of the luncheon, however, was the presentation of the 2008
On-Campus Volunteer, the 2008 Amigo of the Year, and the 2008 Angel 
of the Year.

Penny Levic was given the 
On-Campus Volunteer award
for her consistent service to the
HR and Development departments
where she provides whatever
assistance is needed – whether
filing or stuffing envelopes –
with a gentle kind smile and
‘whatever I can do’ attitude.

Sonny Grenier was presented
with the 2008 Amigo of the
Year award for his long-standing
commitment to and support 
of the children through his

involvement with the Amigos. He was one of the original members of the
group and currently serves on its Amigos Board as the secretary. Sonny also
co-chaired the Casa Pacifica Angels Wine and Food Festival for several years
with his wife Pam and Bruce Barrios.

The 2008 Angel of the Year award was given to Patricia Cordover who 
has given of her time and talents for many years, not only as an Angel, but
originally as a volunteer in the campus store Cloud 9. She was the Angels
Board President for two years and has served on every planning committee
for each of the Angels fundraising events – the Wine & Food Festival, 
the Angels Ball, and the Spotlight on Style Fashion Show.

Casa Pacifica is truly grateful for all the love, support, compassion, time,
talent, and energy that our volunteers provide to our agency and our
children. Casa Pacifica wouldn’t be the same without all our volunteers 
who help us do more than we could do alone.

Penny Levic, Patricia Cordover & Sonny Grenier
hold platers made by the children.
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l Lowe Construction, Inc. has been serving communities throughout the Southland and in 
Ventura County since 1979.  It is a service-oriented general construction firm specializing in:

• Commercial and industrial construction and renovation 
• Residential remodeling 
• Medical and dental suite construction 
• Custom home construction 

Al Lowe is committed to giving back to the community. He is a member of the Camarillo Rotary
Club, the Camarillo Health Care District Leadership Panel, the Camarillo Family YMCA Planning
and Facilities Committee, and he is a former member of the Casa Pacifica Board of Directors and
the Food Share Advisory Board.

Corporate Leaders

A

ffinity Bank has been headquartered in Ventura since 1995 and specializes in competitively
priced business and personal banking services. Those services include providing permanent,

rehab, and construction loans on commercial and multifamily properties working with professional
real estate investors and mortgage brokers; specialty financing for the healthcare industry; personal
banking products such as BIG Checking with no direct deposit requirements, competitively priced
money market accounts, IRAs, certificates of deposit, credit cards, and unsecured and home
equity lines of credit; and business services such as checking, savings, money market accounts,
lines of credit and credit cards.

Affinity Bank believes strongly in giving back to the
communities in which our employees live, work, and conduct business — in fact, Affinity
Bank's community investment policy provides for a portion of the Bank's pre-tax earnings to be
invested in supporting affordable housing for low/moderate income people, providing economic
development opportunities to its communities, and targeting community services for Special
Needs Populations, including those served by the hard-working people at Casa Pacifica.

A
Platinum Level 

$20,000+

Gold Level 
$15,000

Silver Level 
$10,000

Bronze Level 
$7,500

Thank You Corporate Leaders 
For Your Continuing Support:

Al Lowe Construction, Inc.

Affinity Bank

he principal business of the Pacific Maritime Association is to negotiate and administer maritime labor  
agreements with the International Longshore and Warehouse Union. The 72 member companies

of the PMA are cargo carriers, terminal operators, and stevedores that operate at west coast ports. 

In the past two decades containerized cargo movement through west coast ports in California,
Oregon, and Washington has risen more than four-fold to an all-time record of 15 million
container units, which if laid end to end would circle the earth twice. The cargo movement

trade has an annual domestic business impact of $1.2 trillion – supporting 8 million U.S. jobs from
transportation and logistics to manufacturing, retail, and commercial endeavors. About ten percent
of the nation’s gross domestic product is tied to the loading and unloading of goods from west coast
ports, with cargo ranging from tennis shoes and personal computers to heavy equipment and produce.

Casa Pacifica welcomes the Pacific Maritime 
Association as a new Corporate Leader.

T
Pacific Maritime Association (PMA)
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2008 Angels Ball Sponsors

HOST OF DREAMS • $15,000
The Cassar Family

DINNER SPONSOR OF HOPE • $12,500
Kirsten & Dan Selleck

SPONSOR OF STABILITY • $10,000
Raymond Meyers, III

SPONSORS OF INDEPENDENCE • $7,500
Affinity Bank

Linda & David Catlin
The Fardad Family

Kavlico Corporation
Elise & Bill Kearney

Wells Fargo
Value Click / The Zarley Family

SPONSORS OF CONFIDENCE • $5,000
Donahue-Schriber

FASTCLIPS.com / The Tesoro Family
Howe Electric

Rabobank
Santa Barbara Bank & Trust 

Waste Management
Weston, Benshoof, Rochefort, Rubalcava & MacCuish, LLP

SPONSORS OF ACHIEVEMENT • $3,500
California United Bank

Montecito Bank & Trust
Southern California Builders / Celia & Gary Semolich 

UPS

SPONSORS OF PROMISE • $2,000
Al Lowe Construction Inc. / Petra and Al Lowe

Eloise & Chuck Cohen
Colton Lee Communities, LLC

G. Kelly Sievers Foundation / Michelle Sievers and Marty Martin
Procter & Gamble 

Kerry & Stacy Roscoe 
Deborah & Stephen Smith

Cindy & Dean Wood
Wood and Bender, LLP / Elizabeth Rice & David Wood
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H eld on the evening of February 23rd, the Angels Ball was an 
elegant and poignant evening that focused a spotlight on the

purpose and impact of Casa Pacifica in our community and on the
children and families it serves. The spotlight shone brightest through
Grace Stotts, a Casa Pacifica alumna who came and shared her story,
providing a vivid glimpse of the life that our children experience and
the difference that the staff and volunteers of Casa Pacifica can make
in a child’s life. (You can read about Grace in the cover article.)

The most touching moment of the evening came following Grace’s speech.
Prior to the Angels Ball, several Casa Pacifica alumni gathered at Iridesse
in the Oaks Mall where they chose individual pearls of varying colors
to be strung together in a necklace that was to be donated by Iridesse
for auction at the Ball. The necklace was called the “Strand of Hope.”
The individual pearls represented the uniqueness and value of each of
the children Casa Pacifica serves, and the necklace served as a reminder
of the hope and promise of their futures. Grace wore the necklace during
the evening and following her speech the stunning strand of pearls was
auctioned off. Lively bidding brought the necklace high into the thousands
of dollars. It was exciting as the guests anticipated the outcome of the
winning bid, but the moment became unforgettable when the new
owners immediately presented the necklace to Grace, the auctioneer
telling her, “You don’t have to take the necklace off, it’s yours.” There
wasn’t a dry eye in the hall.

The Angels Ball brought in over $190,000 which will be credited toward
the $2.3 million that Casa Pacifica must raise this year to meet its budgeted
expenses. We are grateful to all those who worked so hard to make the
Angels Ball such a wonderful event, including: Kirsten Selleck (Angels
Ball Chair); the Angels Ball Committee; The Cassar Family (Hosts, Host

of Dreams); Kirsten and Dan
Selleck (Dinner, Sponsor of Hope);
Raymond Meyer, III (Host of
Stability) ; Paula Lopez (Emcee);
Garianna Geiselman (Singer –
“Wings of a Dove”); and the all
the businesses and individuals
who donated their time, talents,
goods, services, and live auction
items which ensured the success 
of this exciting evening.

Angels Ball Focuses On Purpose

Angels Ball hosted by the Cassar Family –
Mark, Debi, Wendy, Leah, Sean, Hugh, 

Keets & Robert Cassar

ANGELS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Rebeca Elliott • President

Susan Burgos
Patricia Cordover
Kristin Eaton
Paige Hibbits
Lydia Hopps
Barbara Ito
Cindy Jaks
Carol Kirschbaum
Michelle Paschen
Michelle Ray
Jane Semones
Sue Stile
Patty Turnage

EVENT CHAIRS

Angels Ball
Kirsten Selleck

Fashion Show
Cheryl Jones
Seana-Marie Weaver

AMIGOS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Timothy N. New • President

Sonny Grenier
Cindie and Bryan Hersey
Jason Hardy
Ben Hopps
Shannon Krajewski
Jim McKenna
Daniel Milla
Jeff Munson
Dennis Murphy
Tom Musgrove
Kenneth Wilkinson
Robert Wynner

Angels & Amigos News
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Boxing Great Gives Gift At Holiday Party Save The Date!

Save The Date!

A lways a highlight of the holiday season for the children of Casa 
Pacifica, the Children’s Holiday Party had an extra element of 
excitement this year when boxing legend Fernando Vargas came

and spoke. Mr. Vargas, who grew up in Oxnard, shared the story of his
life, expressing the important role that boxing played in his life – shifting
his tendency to get into fights into a positive activity. Though he was told
along the way that he would never make it, Mr. Vargas kept working hard
and trying, and eventually people started to notice him. He told the kids
over and over about turning their
lives around and having a
successful, positive life, “If I can
do it, so can you. It just takes
hard work.” Mr. Vargas also
came with a gift – a large gift in
the form of a check for $10,000
from his foundation, Ferocious
Foundation for Kids. The
foundation is a non-profit
corporation formed to benefit
disadvantaged youth in 
Southern California – “assisting
truly needy young people with
educational, athletic, and other
social needs,” according to
Vargas’ website www.fernandovargas.com. Casa Pacifica is truly grateful
for Mr. Vargas’ generous heart and his willingness to share the story of his
childhood – one similar to those of many of Casa Pacifica’s residents. His
story was as great a gift, if not greater, than the substantial check he gave.
Our heartfelt thanks go to Mr. Vargas for making this Holiday Party an
even more memorable event than usual!

O ver 75 remarkable restaurants, 150 renowned wineries, 25 marvelous microbreweries, 
large silent auction, live auction and continuous entertainment throughout the day! 

Register on-line to become an event sponsor, purchase tickets, donate an item for the silent 
auction and for additional event information. 

www.cpwineandfoodfestival.com

General Admission Tickets $75, advance purchase now available, please call (866) 468-3399.
VIP Tickets $200 each, include early admission, entrance to VIP area and VIP valet parking.

For sponsorship opportunities please call Ericka Arnold (805) 484-7144.

W I N E  &  F O O D  F E S T I V A L  •  E V E N T  C O - C H A I R S

Honoring

Hosted by

THE ROTARY CLUBS OF CAMARILLO

The 15th Annual Casa Pacifica Angels

W ine  F ood
Festival

&
Hosted By

Dr. Daniel C. Smith & Maureen Monroe-Smith

Sunday, June 1st, 2008 • 1 pm - 5 pm

California State University Channel Islands • One University Drive • Camarillo, CA 93012

w w w . c a s a p a c i f i c a . o r g  • 8 0 5 - 4 4 5 - 7 8 0 0

An Amigos bike ride in February found Casa Pacifica's 
kids exploring beautiful scenery on a bike trail bear Ojai.

Fernando Vargas & son present
check to Casa Pacifica. Bruce Barrios • Entertainment

Christy Fleck • Wineries/Micro-Brews/Soft Drinks
Cindy Jaks • Restaurants and Tribute Guide
Shannon Krajewski • Silent Auction
Paige Hibbits and Heidi Whitcomb • Operations

Barbara Ito • Sponsorship
Michelle Sievers • Adult Volunteers
Debbie Simpson • Student Volunteers
Scott Volkman • Website

Presents the 16th Annual

For the benefit of Casa Pacifica and the Camarillo Rotary Foundations

For more information, please call 
Al & Petra Lowe (805) 604-1104 • Stu Avery (805) 482-1010, ext.106

Spanish Hills Golf & Country Club
Camarillo, California 

July 21, 2008
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Casa Pacifica Reaccredited By COA

n early December, Casa Pacifica was notified that it has been 
reaccredited by the Council on Accreditation (COA). COA accreditation

attests that an organization meets the highest national standards and is
delivering the best quality services to the community it serves. Casa Pacifica
is proud to join COA’s Community of Excellence that includes more than
1,000 private and public organizations that serve over 6,000,000
children, individuals, and families in the United States and Canada.

The COA is an international, independent, not-for-profit accrediting body
that was incorporated as a separate legal entity in August 1977, as an
accrediting body of social and behavioral healthcare services. COA’s mission
“promotes best-practice standards; champions quality services for children,
youth, and families; and advocates for the value of accreditation.”

The COA accreditation process involves an in-depth examination of the
organization’s compliance with best practice standards. The process
includes a review of organizational standards including human resources,
financial and risk management, and continuous quality improvement as
well as thirty-nine service standards. The service standards address a full
array of child, family, and behavioral healthcare services including financial
and debt management, employee assistance program, mental health
counseling, substance abuse treatment, foster care, health service areas
and a host of other service areas.

COA is endorsed by leading consumer and professional
groups and by many regulatory bodies and managed
care organizations. COA is sponsored by the Alliance
for Children and Families, Association of Jewish Family
and Children’s Agencies, Catholic Charities USA, Child
Welfare League of America, Foster Family-based
Treatment Association, Lutheran Services in America,
National Council For Adoption, National Foundation for Credit
Counseling, National Network for Youth, and Prevent Child Abuse America.

COA’s supporting endorsers include the following organizations:
American Association of Children’s Residential Centers, American
Network of Community Options and Resources, Child Welfare League 
of Canada, EAGLE Program of the United Methodist Association, Joint
Council on International Children’s Services, Mental Health Corporations
of America, Inc., National Alliance for the Mentally Ill, National Association
of Family-based Services, National Association of Psychiatric Treatment
Centers for Children, National Association of State Alcohol and Drug
Abuse Directors, Inc., National Association of Therapeutic Wilderness
Camps, National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare, and
Volunteers of America.
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Casa Pacifica Says Goodbye

S adly, Casa Pacifica lost two women recently who brought tremendous energy, life, and love to
the children and staff of Casa Pacifica. Fran Targon was an on-campus volunteer who ran our

Cloud 9 campus store for the past six years, and Pam Bardwil was Casa Pacifica’s Volunteer Coordinator.

Fran Targon was a vivacious woman with a great love for the
children, and she took her work in Cloud 9 seriously. She showed
compassion and care for the children each week, and they felt her
love. She was awarded the On-Campus Volunteer of the Year Award
in 2006 and in presenting her award one of the children offered the
following words about Fran: “The Award for Volunteer of the Year is
being given to someone who has been part of Casa Pacifica for over
5 years. Her dedication and passion have touched all of the children
who have come to our campus. Every week she brings a sincere
commitment to making these children’s lives happier. Over the years
she has connected with the kids on a variety of levels. Whether it is
chatting about the most popular artist on the music scene, or giving
an encouraging word to a child, she is always loving and caring.
When she is not here running Cloud 9, she is searching for good
deals on toys and games and CD’s so that she can keep the store
stocked with items that the kids really want. Her ready smile and warm personality have made
her a popular volunteer on campus. I worked in Cloud 9 last year, and I really enjoyed being
around her. I am so happy to be able to give the Volunteer of the Year Award to one of my
favorite people on campus, Fran Targon.” 

Pam Bardwil started as a Cloud 9 volunteer at Casa Pacifica and
eventually became our Volunteer Coordinator, overseeing the on-campus
volunteers and helping coordinate non-Angel helpers for the on-campus
Children’s Parties. She worked with the Children’s Events Co-chairs to
obtain services for the Children’s Parties – for example, during the Prom
she would arrange for the limousines, coordinate with the party rental
company, schedule the manicurists and hairdressers, oversee prom dress
donations, and schedule dress-fitting sessions for the girls or tuxedo
fittings for the boys. She was responsible for getting a Mentor Program
off the ground and was always working to find the right person for
whatever volunteer needs there were around campus. Pam was amiable
and personable, determined, hard-working, and a master at solving
problems. She was fun-loving, quick to laugh, and almost always had
a slightly mischievous smile on her face. Everyone loved her, with
children and staff dropping by her office daily to visit. She wore her love

for Casa Pacifica and the children prominently, like a badge on her chest, there for all to see.

Casa Pacifica, their families and friends are in the process of creating a living memorial at 
Casa Pacifica to remember Fran & Pam. Both of these women had a wonderfully positive and
lasting impact on Casa Pacifica and its children and we will miss each of them and their special
qualities very much.

Fran Targon

Pam Bardwil

I



asa Pacifica is pleased to welcome three new members to its Board of Directors.

HONORABLE JOE D. HADDEN • Retired
Judge Joe Hadden has had a long history with Casa Pacifica beginning with his role as a founding member of
the Youth Connection of Ventura County in 1981 which was then named Casa Pacifica 
in 1984. He served on the Board of Directors, some of the time as its President, from 1986-1994 and again
from 1997-2003. This is Judge Hadden’s third term on the Board of Directors. In his professional life, Judge
Hadden was appointed to the Ventura County Superior Court in 1981 where he served continuously until he
retired in 1999, including acting as the presiding judge in 1988-1989. Judge Hadden handled cases in the
Children’s Dependency Court. Following his retirement, Judge Hadden became a principle in Hadden &
Gillivan, a firm specializing in Alternative Dispute Resolution. In addition to his commitment to Casa Pacifica,
Judge Hadden has been extremely active in the community for many, many years, including serving on the
Board of Directors, as the Chair, or President of such organizations as the Camarillo Rotary Club, the
Camarillo Chamber of Commerce, Camarillo Boys Club, Camarillo Boys & Girls Club, Camarillo Library
Authority, Ventura County Legal Aid Association, and the Ventura County Mentoring Partnership.

JOHN S. BROOME, JR. (photo unavailable)
The General Manager of Broome Management, LLC, John S. Broome, Jr. oversees the management of mobile home parks, cattle/agricultural
businesses, and development properties. He has served on the boards of several organizations including Saticoy Lemon Association, Sunkist
Growers Alternate, Ventura County Agricultural Association, Pleasant Valley Vegetable Association, California Agricultural Leadership
Foundation, CSUCI President’s Advisory Board, U.C. Hansen Trust, and USDA Lemon Advisory Committee. Mr. Broome
also served on the CSUCI Courtyard Restoration and Landscape Committee and St. Johns Hospital Humanitarian.

TERRY H. O’NEAL
Mr. O’Neal is the Chief Executive Officer of Abrisa Industrial Glass based in Santa Paula, CA, which manufactures
specialty glass products for the electronics, industrial, optical, and lighting markets. Prior to his position with Abrisa,
Mr. O’Neal held numerous senior management and executive roles with companies such as Schneider Electric, and
most recently, Kavlico Corporation where he was the President and Chief Financial Officer. Mr. O’Neal is described
as focused, people-oriented, passionate, and results driven, and he infuses his organizations with his own brand of
engaged leadership, vision, and energy.

w w w . c a s a p a c i f i c a . o r g  • 8 0 5 - 4 4 5 - 7 8 0 0

ith the help of a generous capital grant from the Change-A-Life Foundation, Casa Pacifica recently finished the construction 
of shelving to line two of the library’s walls. Complete with doors featuring Plexiglas panels and locks, the shelving allows for

organized display of the library’s growing collection of books. Two rolling bookcases which fold together so they can be locked were also
constructed. The volunteer librarians, Pat McDonough, Rose Larson, and Connie Firring have been working hard to fill the shelves with
books to meet the requirements listed by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) when it granted Casa Pacifica’s school
full accreditation last year. The library and media center is used daily by the school’s students for research and reading time. A special
area, to be called Archie’s Corner, will display and have available for check-out both fiction and non-fiction books about Newfoundland
Dogs. We are very grateful to the Change-A-Life Foundation for making the last detail of our redesigned library complete. 

If you would like to donate books from our WASC required list, please contact Ericka Arnold at (805) 484-7144 to find out what titles are needed.

Library Re-Opens With New Shelving

W
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CASA PACIFICA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Stacy A. Roscoe • President

Sheila Rakestraw • Vice President
Richard H. Goodrich • Treasurer
David E. Wood, Esq. • Secretary
Charles W. Cohen, Esq. •

Immediate Past President

Honorable Michael D. Bradbury, Esq.
John S. Broome, Jr.
Michael W. Case, Esq.
John A. Cliff, D.M.D.
Geoff Dean
Carole Echt
Barbara J. Fitzgerald
Gary Gorian
Steven M. Greenwood, Esq.
Honorable Joe D. Hadden
Susan Herrick
Petra Lowe 
Terry H. O’Neal
Richard R. Rush, Ph.D.
Edward W. Summers
Marla Vasquez
David H. Wallace

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Steven E. Elson, Ph.D.

ADVISORY BOARD

John S. Broome, Chair
Helen M. Caldwell
Bettina Chandler
Gary F. Farr
Richard H. Goodrich
Honorable Joe Hadden
Carolyn Huntsinger
William J. Kearney
Susan K. Lacey
Dorothy Jue Lee
Sheldon Malchicoff
Barbara S. Meister
Richard M. Norman, Esq.
G.S. “Gib” Poiry
Joseph L. Priske
Timothy P. Wolfe

New Members Join The Board Of Directors
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Honorable Joe D. Hadden

Terry H. O’Neal
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Thank You To All Our Holiday Season Donors

I t is with a deep heartfelt gratitude that we at Casa Pacifica thank all of the generous
donors – individuals, businesses, church groups, youth groups, and many more – who
supported us with such abundance during this past holiday season. The gifts and
contributions of toys, clothing, personal items, gift cards, etc. not only filled the holiday
wishes of the children who live on our beautiful campus, but
also those who Casa Pacifica supports off-site in our
community through our community-based programs. Your 
gifts went directly to our children and their families, but many
of you also donated items for our Holiday Boutique which
offers our children the opportunity to be givers themselves, 
by providing items for them to present to parents, siblings,
care-givers, and others who are important in their lives. The
generosity of our community was truly overwhelming and the
love and support was felt by each child and family we serve.

While we would love to thank each donor by name, there 
isn’t ample space. We would like to recognize this year’s
major donors (over $1,000). Our sincere appreciation goes to:
Target; Amgen; Law Offices of Procter, McCarthy & Slaughter;
California Highway Patrol; Topa Financial Plaza; Impact Sciences;

Pentair Pool Products; Ventura County Professional Fire Fighters Association; Washington
Mutual; E.E.A. Airplane Club; Coldwell Banker-Calabasas; Workrite; Girl Scout Troop 222;
Westlake High School Alumni; Calvary Church; Aeropostale; Avjet Corporation; California
Commercial Investment; Great Pacific Patagonia; Communications and Power Engineering,

Inc.; Cecilia Cornejo; Cydcor; Lauren Daly; DEX; DRC Services
Group; Elia’s Baby Fashions; Ferocious Foundation for Kids; First
Bank of Westlake; George Erb Physical Therapy; Guy Matthew
Salon; Improve; Video Products Group; New Directions Technology,
Inc.; ODU-USA; Pierpont Racquet Club; Girls on a Mission;
Portable On Demand Storage; RBF Consulting; Robert
Mondragon Foundation; Terry A. Schroeder; Robin Segal; 
Daniel Sherer; The Yaspan Unterberg Foundation, Inc. and
Lincoln Financial Advisory.  

Casa Pacifica strives for accuracy and any omission in this listing 
is unintentional. If you feel there has been a mistake, please 

contact the Development Office so we may correct our records.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday, June 1st • 2008
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Casa Pacifica Angels Wine and Food Festival
California State University Channel Islands 
CAMARILLO

Monday, July 21st • 2008
8:00 am
16th Annual Care For Kids Golf Classic
Spanish Hills Golf & Country Club 
CAMARILLO

Saturday, September 27th • 2008
10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Casa Pacifica Angels Spotlight on Style Fashion Show
Hyatt Westlake Plaza
WESTLAKE VILLAGE


